Vriesea x retroflexa E. Morren, Belg. Hortic. 34: 185, pl. 10. 1884.


Yriesea psittacina x simplex Mez in Martius, Fl. Bras. 3(3): 525. 1894.

Yriesea psittacina x scalaris E. Morren ex Mez, DC. Monogr. Phan. 9: 578. 1896.

Desc from S&D

Plant flowering 3 dm high with the inflorescence extended. 

Leaves about 15 in a narrow rosette, 18 cm long, green; 

sheaths distinct, broadly elliptic; 

blades ligulate, rounded and apiculate, 20-25 mm wide. 

Scape decurved, slender; 

scape-bracts erect, imbricate, elliptic, acute, red with green apices. 

Inflorescence simple, lax, few-flowered, 8 cm long; rhachis geniculate. 

Floral bracts 4-5 times as long as the internodes but spread​ing with the flowers and exposing the rhachis, to 4 cm long, slightly shorter than the sepals, broadly ovate, acute, carinate and incurved toward apex, red. 

Sepals elliptic, obtuse, ca 35 mm long, yellow; 

petals linear, obtuse, ca 5 cm long, yellow with green apices; 

stamens exserted.

TYPE. E. Morren in Liege Hortus s n (LG n v), an artificial hybrid of Brazilian species but occurring naturally as well. Well typified by the original colored plate. 

DISTRIBUTION. Forest, eastern Brazil.
BRAZIL. ESPIRITO SANTO: without locality, Foster 1177 (GH, US). SAO PAULO: Florestal, Sao Paulo, Foster 354-A (GH). Without exact locality: Saint Hilaire s n (P).

